Comptroller of the Currency
Administraior of National Banks

Washington, DC 20218

April 13, 1998

BN

Tamara Capper, Esg.

Office of the Generai Counsel

Federal Election Commission

£ 999 E St. NW _,
. Washington, DC 20463 e

Re: Pre-MUR 354

Dear Ms. Capper:

Enclosed please find the documents requested by your office relating to Hamilton Bank, N.A.
(“Bank™), and the referral which the OCC sent to the FEC involving the Bank.

As you are aware from your discussion today with Alan Burch, an attorney on my staff, the
Right to Financial Privacy Act prevents the OCC from disclosing documents with customer
names or other identifying information. Accordingly, the names of Bank customers have been
redacted from certain documents where they appear. If you need to review the originals, you
may make arrangemenis to do so here at the OCC, though we cannot allow duplication of the

| originals.

If you would like io discuss the matter further, please do not hesitate to call me at (202) 874-
4800.

Smcerely, /
BnanC McCormally ,
Assistant Director

Enforcement & Compliance

enclosures
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District Counsel H. Gary Pannell

;’ Comptroller of the Currency Southeastern District
! Marquis 1 Tower Suite 600

245 Peachtree Center Avenue, N.E.

Atlanta, GA 30303-1223

e Dear Mr. Pannell,
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In regards to your review of the $50,000 payment made to the Democratic National Committee
(DNC) we would like to surmmarize the process followed by Senior Management to determine that
the payment was a permissible transaction.

S owm

Senior managzament requested our former in house counsel to review the law and determine that the
payment was permissible. In house counset obtained a copy of the law and requested outside
counsel to research and advise us on the matter. Attached is the copy of our former in house counsel
letter confirming the events and a copy of cutside counsels inveice.

A discussion was held at the board meeting related to the payment made to the DNC and in house
counsel proceeded to be advised that the payment could be made to the "Building Fund".
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At that time we proceeded to make the payment with the advice of counse! and the intent of this
payment was to be for the "Building Fund". However, the documentation (our purchase order)
prepared in house was not updated to reflect this research and unfortunately the check is not clear
on the "Building Fund” designation. Nonetheless, both our in house counsei and myself had spoken
to the Democratic National Cornmittes's general counsel and other representatives of the DNC which
were advised that the only way this payment would be made was if it was permissibie and that it
would have to be made to the "Building Fund®.

I would like to re-emphasize to you the intent of other coniribution and our communication with
the DNC was to make a contribution to the Building Fund of the DNC.

1 am available to answer any questions or any additional information you may need, please do no
hesitate to confact me at (305) 717-5620.

Sincerely,

m S HIW, W (: ;
Mana F. Diaz
Senior Vice President, Finance

CC: C. Wayne Crowell
Al Carasa

Main Office: 3750 N.W. 87th Avenve * Miami. Florida 331787 Phone 303y 7173500 Fax (303 390-0900
N ggz";” Migme - West Palm Beach -+ Saasots + Manter Haven o Tampa
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Armin G. Seifart

July 17, 1997

J. Reid Bingham, Esq.
Hamilton Bank, N.A
3750 N.W. 87th Avenue
Mismi, FL 33178

RE:  Coptibution to the Domocratic Nati

Dear M. Bingham:

Putsuant to yous request, | coafirm that with respect to the contribution made by
Hamilton Bank, N.A. to the Democratic National Committee’s Building Fund in Apnl of 1996,
outside counsel was consulted and advice was sought. As the billing records which you bave in
youe file show, | spoke with attorneys at Kickpatack & Lockhart LLP's Weshington, D.C. office
who performed resesrch at my request and further dizected me to the nudes and regulations of the
Federal Election Commistion. I reviewed such regulations and the facts sumounding & porsible
contsibution to the “building fund” of a political party with such outside counsel. After such
consultation and prior to the contributizg keing made, the Democratic Nationsl Committee's
General Counsel was asked to produce the opinion, dated April 24, 1996, which you also have in

your file.

o2
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T S - pemocratic National Commiftee

Mans az

Senjor Vice President~Finance
Hamiiton Bank

3730 MW 2Thth Avenue
Minmy, Flodide 13178

Daas s Dips

the Bank

Sieve Cleeymas Vutund? Chous w Gtneinss Ruv Romar. General Chate

iy @4 1937

June 16, 1997

Thus will addiess the questic you raised about the contndution made by Hamultor Baak
(o the Damoerstre National Commictee o or 2bout April 10, 1998, 1o the amount of $30,00¢

This contnbution was padvertently deposited i1 ihe DNC't non-federal vorporaty

acsount, but should hove besn depomtsd n the DNC 't Budding Furnd account. This was an ervor
by the DNC staflf who proocsued the contnbution wid does not rafect sny misiake on the past of

The DNC uall immedissely transier this contnbution o the non-federal corporate

: aceourt 10 the Buildiag Fund, and somect itg records scoordingly.
| ¥ you have any questions concarming the shove, ot 6osd sdditional information. plasse do

rot beuitsts (o coniact me 28 202-883-71 10,

Singerely yours,

| e

‘lotedh E, Sandler
Genersi Counsel

e Brad Marshall
Nail Radl

s411 SoL A Caguint Strees. » &

wariagen DC Joods  103-863-8000  Fax 2028849

Democratt Paryy ilesdquarerr
Band oz ry #g DOMOTIRIIC Narana) Coma vT9a TORMEe, any 1 Hie Do o Ykl £ 20 100w ARG A3 1A 2ecuenbie
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! November 15, 1956

Pyl Mr. Edwarde Masferter '

i Chalrman Y
Hanyhen Bank &
~h

37350 Nerthwest 87th Avenue
Miami, FLL 33178

Desy Edwardo:

I would e to thank vou for your gensrous support and wemendous efforts on behalf of
President Clinton's reelection campaign and the Demacratic Party. Due to your generosity, we
were able 10 raise a record breaking $120 million in 1996, surpassing 1992's record by $50
: millien. We sve exiremely grateful for vour important role in helping us carry out such key

campaign components such as polling. media and get out the vote operations. Each of these were

crucial 10 & successfuf election.

I have thoroughly enjoyed the oppormunity (¢ work with you and thank yoeu once again for your
wremendous efforss.

Sinceraly,

Richrd Sullives
Mariona! Finance Direcior

Democratic Pasty Herdguarters + 430 South Capitol Sereey, 8.5, » Washie, g
] . b Seb gron, D.C. 20008 - 202.863.8000 = FAX: 207,863 91
P A i the Democratie Nanono! Comnsltes. Comtsbuians tg the Democratic Natumel Cammirzes are aps fat decductible

i
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ERNST & YOUNG L1.p
Financial Advisoty Setvices Group
1225 Connectiow Avenue, N. W,
Washington, D. €. 20038
Telephony: (263) 327-387%
Facsimile: 202) 327 - 6226

wheh Shume

10591185500 fo B

The accouating firm ol fimat & Young LLP has been tesained to confirm ceraln information
about comribitions to the Democratic National Commitiee (the “DNC").

We tried 10 spesk with someone from your company on the telephone, but we either were unable
te reach anyone or were ssked to send our request forinformation 10 the company in writing.

According (o the DNC's recotds, your company's name is;

Warvlvon Baok

and it made the following conuibution 10 the DNC:

Amount: Sy OO0
Date: 4 laplay,
Would you please enswes the following questions to confirm your contribution and that it is iR
compliance with fecderal law:
{. Your name- -
2 Youf company s Rame:

i Your title o positica:

4. Your phone numbez:

§. {s the smount of yoir cempany s somtribution fisled above camect:

— Ve — M
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HAMILTORNC ‘s
# BANK na.
PURCHASE REQUISITION
Date: 'ﬁ/ /’/ s / ?_@ Cost Center Number: 240
Fom: ‘ ‘ . Divigion ¢ Deparer

To:  PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

Flegsa purchase he itema ksied below mfme laliowing purpose:
A ﬂﬂM MM

EST Ta b completest oy Purchasmg De
DESCRIPTION OF ITEMS QUANTITY PRICE UNIT EXTENDEL
'ﬁ PRICE PRICE
ﬂ L.
NTELU/-.J Yo X3 0,00 R
; 530033 %
1 E L3R4
e 155457k -
12-&
TOTAL COST:
Wit camt. ma t s oY,
Suggested sourcs of supply
[Y#4_ Ao
Prepared By: H"-JMMCM"S =
Requestsd By: (Dision
Reviewsd By: P O V.5, Hum
Approved 8y: : s VP Fir
(¥ negded) - (3) flanaitnar.
{# npeced) : 4o
(if needed) /[f* “
To be fited in by Purchading Depadment: ‘
Date Ordared: -
Ordgsrag From:
N ]
R,
Prone. ( f jw - o \nf‘wh}:i‘ KAl Li
P.OC. T2 o f G rROEN BY -t s

3080 Jsv ‘29 WHITE - Amonols Spoelg ¢+ o
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OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL
FAX TRANSMITTAL SHEET

A,
DATE: 444"“{/@%‘%&%:_% VERIFIED BY:
0: Asmin Saifare, Lsputy Gererad Jounsel, Newilson Rank

o ATEN: Makia
¥ OF PAGES: (inciucisg sovery: __3 FAX 8. ’ﬁ 5‘ i 7"5631

‘Coe Sendle:x. ua*a:a‘ Coursel, OXC

P FROM: ¢
PHONE #; 1OF SANDLER 303-363-T110, WANDA WHEELER 202.24%-7108, N2, REFPF 102-479.5151

1P YOU HAVE ANY SRONLEMS WoTH THIS TRANIMISSIOM,

PLEASE CALL - AT 000
COMMENTS: _Per vour Yecueat. o' "% .
PHONE #: (X 343-3000

FAX 8. (<02} 863-8081/8012

TS MESSAGE I INVENDEL ONLY FOR THE WSR 0F THE INDIVIDUAL OB ENTIIY TO WHICH ¥T 15
ADDRESSED. TIDS MBSIAGE $AY COMTATH INFORMATION THAY 13 PRIVILEGED, CONFIDRNTIAL AND
EXUMPT FROM DRCLOSURE UNTIRR APPLICARLE LAW. IV THE READER OF TS MESYAGE 18 MOT THE
INTENDED RECIPIRNT D8 THE EMILOYER 02 4 AOENT HHSPORIBLE JOR DELIVIERING TRE MESSAOE
TO THE INT2NDE0 BEECIPIENT, YOU ARE NOTITED THAT ANY DI ATION, BISTRIEUIION. Ok
COPYRG OF THIS COuRMANGCVIOH 15 STESCTLY FROMMITRD. ¥ VOU HAVE SRECEIVED Tils
COMMUNICATION I BAROR, PLRASE ROTIFY U3 BOEGIATELY BY TELESAONE AMND RETURN THE
ORCINAL MESSAOR YO 18 AT THE ADDRESS BELOW VIA THE U4, FOSTAL SERVICE. THANK YOU.

Dadtacrucic Parry Hesdyunriers © 550 Sound Capiral Srvees, 3.5, ¢ Washipgion. DL 20008 « 209.565.9008 - FaX: 262.583.
"NJ'D! by e Demodaud Nagossd Cam—ines £ navhy -hno 10 sha Pl et Blasive vl @i
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April 24, 1998

Asmin Seifsrt, Eag.
Deputy Saneral {ounsel
Hanilten Bank

3750 H,9. &7¢th Ave.
Miaxi, Florida 23173

Dear Mr. Seifart:

Per your TeQuesT, thas Wwill coniizm that it is-lavful for the:
perozratie MNabtlonai Cosmittea  to "acfept s contribution’ to its
syilding. Fund aceount from a national bank. . .

sesrien 316({a} of zha Federal Election Campalgn Act of 1971, as
anended ("FECAM), 1 U.8.C€. § 441db(s). provides, in pertinent part,

hat:

Ragr
¥
gL

It is unlawful for any natiopsl bank. ... .to keke a
contribution or ‘expenditera im connection with any
alection to any pelitical office. . . | ]

] FECA provides that the Tarns “contrisutian%, vhen used in the
TECA, is defined to excivde; . .

any gift, eubscription, loan, advence or depesit of woney
sy anything of value to A national or State committes of
a politicai party specifically designated te defray any
cost far constructien cr puxchase of any office facility
not acguired for the purpose of influencing the election
of any candidats in ary particular election for Tederal

office.

2 U.8.0. 6531(8){3){viii}. The FEC‘'e regulations, 11 C.F.R. §
114.3(2) {2) (ix}, Yurther provide That:

For purposes of pert 114 znd aéctien 12(k) of the FPublic
¢ility Holding Compeny het {35 U.8.&. 78i{n)}-~=- . . .
(2) The terh contridbutisn and expenditures shall nzg irclude-

{ix) A gife, subseripticn, lean, advance, or deposit
cf noney or Bnything of valua te & nactional committes of
s polivieal pirty or a State committee of 2 political
parey which is specifically designated for the purpose of

Democrane Fatty Hosdguariers * 430 South Cagivel SIrteL, 5.8, * WAMIARIAR, Wiw ctivyd © avehvmivres © coniie T0T.020 70T
By, £ e Ra the Prronsa fate Nagioned Loaantor ottsai-tan o ke fiamervam Ancssad § gens alte gor 433 e i ok
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Me. Armin Seifare
-April 24, 1934
Paga 2
defraying any cost incurred vith regpect ©o  the

cangtyustion or purchase of any office facilisy whieh is
not acgquired for ths purpose of influencing the alection
of any candidate in ary particular election for federal

cffica, . . .

This regulation maXes clsar that a polirical party coasittes
may accept such donations to 8 building fund from a national nk
since such a donation does not conscituts a *econtcibution®
vurposes of the han On corpasrate contributions in connactioan uxth
any election et férsh in 2 U.8.C. § $41b(a} of FECA and pavrs 114

2 the Conmnission’s regulations.

The PG Building FPund i3 2 s¢parate BDAank account, inte which
are duposibed only contributiony_ designateq for .thé.. "Building
Pusie, * and ¢he funde {n which are uszd only for &-purpose pecpitrad
By 2 U.3.0. $433 (8} (BY(viirl) and 1) £.F.R. § 134.3(18) (2} (%), §.ea..
zo . defray- -the -costs ¢f purchasing the ECerocratie  Nationo)
Headgquarters Building. XNcpe of the funds in tha Bullding Pund :zre
vged in connachion with 3any fedexal, s3¢3te ¢r local elagtion or fer
any purposs whatsoever olher than to dsfray the costs of the
;chrasan the Damosratic Wational ¥asdquarters building

For thede reasons. 3 «onation 6 the DNC Building fund dees
row conscitute a “corntribution® L0y purposes of 18 U.5.¢. § 79l(h),
ccccxdznqu, a natienal bark =ay $aw!u11y Baka a denaction, witheut
}imitation in apount, te Tha, BET . Huliding. fupd. . .. . .

checks o¢ the Building Furd should be pade payaible fo "DV~
9411487 -

7t should bs noted that 211 tontradutions tn the DNC Huildkﬁa
Fund are publicly disclesud on the x - sy 4
the FEC.
—

It sheuld alse te noted
Pund are not tax-deduciibkle.

what contyibutions Ta ths ONC Fuilding

If you have any guzstions ov weed  further informatiorn
sencerning the abova, pledsa Jde nol hesitate o contact e at o2~

383-7110.

-~

Sincerely ycursy,

by £ A

J::zgh t. Sardley
Gene=al Couneal
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Aprl 1, 1996

3?‘?9 N.W, 87:h Avenne
Mizmi, Florida 33173

Dear Buszds,

-; + o B CORTers mmmg mm Charles j_.t“..v,_...;_“‘_;&,::’.‘
= bacoming & Mme u! the’ Demotratic Natioosl Commivee. § ean tell you Sroen

Besworling oppoctunities m&rmulmeW
MMMWMMWMM%WWGIMM

Trustees ace ipvited 0 artend 3 minlmin of ene White Hmmmmmm
President and First Lady, alogg with Key Cabinet spd Adminicration Pmph m we State
dining room. You are javited d&msfk year 5 4n assosunent 6f small recepiions
dianers, includiog with Cabluet membery kcy Waite House people g
Trustees sre an hovored Puest a2 apy Presideomtist or Viee mmemz mmm m m
COMGRY. ?wwmaMmmemmm emoeratic National Conw
w:‘dﬂ m etz and the wen @ﬁ &f bz, YM will reccive PrElcrennal Tetiinent $or

ppointeents t Boards and Coumissions. 12 addirlon, you wmbemgmﬁammw the
mzc 1O assist you with a0y of ymzs sseds In Washington, D.C, aizkem, appointiments,
In your case, § will pessosaliy bo thare t asiv.

’ i . ik SIEHER) mmmemhmmum'
mmmmmmvmwﬁﬁwmwmmgﬁum We have
dinners scheduled mm%m?‘? 11sh gud aM?ﬁaﬂ mﬁam the Whits House
during Aprl, with & similar formal. By scting now, you will slso Ve & gold ring tahle ag
mmmmvrmm&mmmwwmmammmmm
President apd twenty panicipasts

-



vtd  WYLQE SE61-7@-(



